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Local voices were on special European tour
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Submitted Photo Visiting the All Saints Parish Church in Kingston Upon Thames are the Northumberland members of the North
Lakeshore Chorus ^ (back, from left) Ron Sargent, Alan Fletcher, Jane McGrath, Marley Budreau, Peter Thorpe. Heather
Jansen, Florence Fletcher. Walter Fernhout (centre, from left) June Loader, Carol Evans, Tass Corbier, Kathy Teng, Dina
Fernhout, (front, from left) Carol Hunt. Annabel Thorpe and Dierdre Finnan,

One hundred years ago in February 1915, the first contingent of the Canadian Expeditionary Force landed in France, after training
in England,
Many did not see home again.
The North Lakeshore Chorus travelled to Europe between June 27 and July 11 to sing a 10Oth-anniversary musical tribute to the
memory of the Canadians who served King and Country in the Great War of 1914-1918
'Til the Boys Come Home was the name of the program presented to audiences in England, Belgium and France.
Producer Michael Korn of Toronto and associate producer Claire Shragge of Kingston worked for about a year to organize the tour.
Ian Juby - chorus master of the Kingston Choral Society, conductor of the Kingston Capital Men's Chorus and director of the
Limestone Chorale - marked his third season as conductor of the North Lakeshore Mass Chorus. Accompanists Jacqueline
Mokrzewski and Charles Willet, along with Garret Rodgers on bagpipes and 57 choristers from Ontario, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, made the journey to perform.
As well, Canadian pins and flags, poppies and programs were distributed at all venues, and wreaths laid at cemeteries and
memorials. The program's repertoire included patriotic music such as the Maple Leaf Forever, 0 ' Canada, Our Canada from S e a to
Sea and such popular songs of the day as Roses of Picardy, It's a Long Way to Tipperary and K-K-K Katy,
Songs of Remembrance included Let There Be Peace, arranged by Mark Hayes, Song for the Unsung Hero by Joseph M. Martin. In
Flanders Fields with music by Alexander Tilley, and Verleih Uns Frieden by Felix Mendelssohn sung in German, Vive la
Canadienne and Un Canadien Errant in French
Hymns such as Abide with Me by William Henry Monk and I Vow to thee My Country by Gustav Hoist (William Croft), added to the
collection.
Singing began the afternoon of arrival in Netheravon. Wiltshire. England, site of a Canadian Army Hospital. The Canadian Army
training camps were here on Salisbury Plain in a winter that was the wettest on record (raining on 89 of the 123 days that the
Canadians were there).
The first contingent of 33,000 soldiers left Quebec City Oct. 3, 1914. in 33 trans-Atlantic liners. Because of the threat of German Uboat attack, they disembarked in Plymouth (rather than Southampton), took the train to Amesbury and marched from there to
Salisbury Plain.
The chorus sang with the Plymouth Phoenix Chorale at St. Andrew's Church in Plymouth, and gave a brief concert at Exeter
Cathedral.
In Honiton, a visit was paid to the grave of John Graves Simcoe. first Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada (1791-1796). He is
buried with his family by the wall of Wolford Chapel, where the choir gave a short concert for the family who once owned the
property and care for fhe chapel, which was last rebuilt by Simcoe. The property is now owned by the Government of Ontario.
One Canadian Army Training Camp was at Bramshott. There are 300 Canadian burials there, and British children of Liphook
annually commemorate the men lost to Spanish flu while waiting to go home after the war.
The chorus participated in their church and cemetery services and were later entertained by the children, who sang war songs
while dressed in the style of the period. Their voices were enthusiastic, and their presentation was great fun.
That evening the chorus were joined by the Wnterslow Singers and the Amesbury Church Choir at the Church of St Mary and St.
Melor. which was an Abbey in Medieval times.
The Fort Garry Horse were stationed in Canterbury during the war. It was a moving and special experience to perform at Canterbury
Cathedral, a holy place and World Heritage Site. Prior to the concert, a minute's silence was observed (along with the rest of
England) for the 30 British citizens killed on a beach by ISIS the previous Friday in Tunisia.
Despite a strike on the French side of the Dover-Calais ferry crossing, coaches carrying the group made it to Europe.
In Belgium, the chorus performed as part of the 29,997th Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres. On the memorial are
inscribed the names of many Canadian soldiers who have no known grave. This monument opened in the late 1920s and, with the
exception of the time of German occupation in the Second World War, the Remembrance ceremony has been performed every day

at o.p-.m. It was truly an honour to participate in this moving tribute.
A visit was paid to the Ypres Salient, where Canadian soldiers were present at the first use of poison gas in April 1915. One
cemetery visited was adjacent to the field dressing station at Essex Farm, where Lt, Col John McCrae wrote his well-known poem In
Flanders Fields on May 3, 1915. At this location the choir carefully found a place to stand among the beautiful poppies blooming
there and sang music of the same name as arranged by Alexander Tilley.
Tyn Cot cemetery was visited the same day in order to perform hymns and songs in tribute. This is the largest Commonwealth
cemetery with more than 11,000 graves, where hundreds of Canadians died at the battle of Passchendaeie. Many stones do not
have names, a testament to the ferocity of battle, the lay of the land and the legendary mud during the battle.
At St. George's Memorial Church in Ypres that evening, a full two-hour concert was given, with the bagpipes forming an integral part
of the ceremony. Frederic L.A. Agneessens, Honorary Consul of Canada for Flanders, was in attendance and invited the group to
return next year to give a concert in Knokke-Heist. the last city liberated by Canadians in 1944.
Still in Belgium, the Ode to Newfoundland by Charles Hubert Hastings Parry was sung at the Royal Newfoundland Monument in
Courtrai July 8. Newfoundland was a Dominion in its own right during the Great War, not joining Canada until 1949, This monument
is the only memorial in Belgium dedicated to the memory of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment and its huge sacrifice.
The Canadian National Vimy Memorial in France commemorates the Canadian soldiers killed or presumed dead in France who
have no known grave. The monument is the centrepiece of a 100-hectare preserved battlefield park that includes the ground over
which the Canadian Corps made their assault during the Battle of Vimy Ridge, a military engagement fought as part of the Battle of
Arras.
With piper on the top step and flag bearers slightly below, the chorus poured out their hearts to the men of Canada who gave their
lives so that we might live in freedom today. Participants stated it was an experience they would never forget, and several Canadian
citizens at the memorial that day expressed the same sentiments.
The last few days of the journey were back in the area of London. A ceremony at the Shomcliffe Military Cemetery was followed the
next day by a trip to Trafalgar Square. The streets were very congested due to the a strike by Underground workers, but we
managed to get to Trafalgar Square, the location of Canada House, the home of the Canadian High Commission in London.
Following extensive renovations, the building was re-opened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in February. A most impressive
building, full of specially designed carpeting, sculptures, art and historic furniture, it is Canadian in every way It is our flagship in the
UK.
After presenting passports at the door, chorus members were given a tour and then sang for the staff. The performance, of course,
included O Canada (three verses as arranged by Godfrey Ridout) and God Save the Queen (three verses as arranged for orchestra
and choir by Sir Ernest MacMillan).
Following this presentation, the group walked for 20 minutes to Green Park, opposite Buckingham Palace, Two short concerts were
given, one in front of Canada Gate, followed by a piped walk to the Canada Memorial (dedicated to the memory of Canadian
servicemen who fell in both World Wars).
The last concert on July 10 was a connection between two Kingston Choral Societies. At Kingston Upon Thames in Ail Saints
Church, the chorus and their British counterparts combined voices.
With time for a little sightseeing, the group managed a morning on Britain's Riviera in Darthmouth, visits to Stonehenge and
Salisbury Cathedral, a tour of Dover Castle fortifications, as well as a walk to the market in Brugge and time to explore historic
Ypres.
Most made new friends, Canadian and European, on this tour and plan to stay in touch. Along the way, we shared wonderful meals,
the humour of two very entertaining coach drivers and a special sense of freedom, the opportunity to see and experience some very
special places in the world and the chance to share our love of singing.
For further photos and information about the tour and the chorus please visit
www.facebook,com/pages/North-Lakeshore-Chorus-Canada/845866405457570,
NOTE: Special thanks goes to Michael Korn for providing historical information used in this article.

