
Every year, on or near to the 1st of July (the actual date of Canada 
Day,) Liphook commemorates the Canadian soldiers who were 
encamped on Bramshott Common and fought in the world wars. 
A visit to the cemetery of our parish church, St. Mary the Virgin, 
will take you to the section where 318 Canadian soldiers are 
buried, many of whom, having survived the ravages of war, lost 
their lives in the 'flu epidemic of 1918. 
The students in Year 4 of Liphook Junior School study local 
history and learn about the Commonwealth war graves in 
Bramshott. Their summer term project is to visit the graveyard, 
select a soldier, research him on a special website, and write a 
poem to and about him. The results are hugely poignant and 
heart-felt. The students participate in the Canada Day church 
service where some of them read their poems to the congregation, 
and all sing the Canadian national anthem, '0 Canada!' with such 
verve that you'd swear they were Canadians! 

Some Year 4 pupils with their cardboard maple leaves to lay on 
the grave of their soldier. 
This year there were some special additions to the Canada Day 
celebrations. It was just as the British soldiers were leaving 
Bramshott Camp in 1915 to go off to war that the Canadians 
arrived. Their time here and the community they set up are well 
documented in 'Liphook, Bramshott and the Canadians', a hugely 
informative booklet available at the Heritage Centre. 2015 is also 
the 70th anniversary of the Canadians leaving for home after 
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THIS MEMORIAL PLAQUE IS DEDICATED 
WITH O RATH ODE AND PRIDE TO THE 
MEMORY OF ALL THOSE BRITISH AND 
CANADIAN SERVICE PERSONNEL WHO 

CROSSED THIS BRIDGE ON THEIR LONG 
JOURNEY TO FORSIGN-SHQRESJURING 

TWO WORLD WARS. 
SOME WOULD ONLY TRAVEL THIS PATH 
ONCE YET THEIR SUPREME SACRIFICE 

WOULD ENSURE OUR ABILITY TO 
LIVE IN PEACE AND FREEDOM. 

REMEMBER THEM AS YOU WALKJW 
THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE BRAVE. 
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Plaque at the old bridge (The poem - by W.B. Yeats). 
World War II. And so, to commemorate these historic events, a 
plaque, information board, and flags have been erected on what 
was the bridge over the old A3, situated across from the London 
Road entrance to Radford Park. The plaque marks where the soldiers 
would have passed when travelling to and from Liphook but also 
their route down to Portsmouth - the embarkation place for war. 
The festivities this year, held on 2nd July, began with a ceremony 

Place mats made by the school used at the luncheon at the 
Church Centre. 

W.I. plague adjacent to the newly planted maple tree. 

at the bridge, 'hosted' by Liphook resident Andy Lucas, whose 
grandfather crossed this same bridge with the Durham Light 
Infantry. It was this fact that prompted Andy to think of all the 
other soldiers who had come this way. Aware of Liphook Junior 
School's annual involvement in Canada Day, he approached the 
school with his idea for the plaque. As his plan gathered momentum, 
Andy then contacted the East Hampshire District Council and 
Taylor Wimpey for funding. With their donation and money 
raised from a non-uniform day at the Federation (both the Infants 
and Junior Schools), Andy was able to raise enough money to 
further his idea - which has resulted in the wonderful memorial 
now erected on this site. 
The timing of Liphook's Canada Day celebrations coincided with 
a visit from the North Lakeshore Chorus, a 70-member Canadian 
choir touring England. They sang hymns and, of course, '0 Canada 
- joined by Liphook's Year 4 pupils. After the church service, the 
congregation then proceeded to the Canadian graves where 
wreaths were laid and the choir sang once again in this eloquent 



Pari of the Canadian choir (The North Lakeshore Chorus) singing at the ceremony by the Canadian war graves, after the church service. 
setting, among the Canadian maple trees. Each pupil placed a 
hand-crafted cardboard maple leaf on the grave of his or her 
soldier. A lone bugler sounded the Last Post. 

Ceremony at the bridge. 
Attendees included Brigadier General Matthew Overton of the 
Canadian High Commission; the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire; 
the National President, the Vice President and the Liaison Officer 
of the Canadian Veterans Association; representatives from the 
Royal British Legion and the Liphook and Bramshott Preservation 
Society, as well as the only two Canadian Chelsea Pensioners of 
the 300 residents at the Royal Hospital in Chelsea. 
Michele Frost, Executive Headteacher of the Federation of 
Liphook C of E Junior School and Liphook Infant School, hosted 
a lovely lunch for over 100 people at the Church Centre where 
several presentations were made. These included a five-dollar 
Canadian coin to pupil Alfie Locke, in recognition of his 
outstanding effort in the Year 4 research project, and a birthday 
cake to one of the Canadian veterans who was celebrating his 
90th birthday. To finish off the celebration, the Year 4 pupils 
returned to sing a medley of wartime songs, as well as a hearty 
reprise of '0 Canada'. 
Later that afternoon Brigadier General Matthew Overton planted 
a symbolic Canadian maple tree in the grounds adjacent to the 
Millennium Centre on behalf of the Liphook Women's Institute. 

The national body is celebrating its 
100th anniversary this year - and 
the Liphook branch, at 95, is not 
far behind! I have since learned 
that the Women's Institute actually 
originated in Ontario, Canada, in 
1897. How perfect to end Canada 
Day with this special W.I. planting! 
Back in 1942, a journalist in a 
Canadian magazine wrote; "For 25 
years the kindly people of Liphook 
have remembered and honoured 
the Canadians. Each year each 
[Canadian] grave is decorated with 
flowers and a Memorial Service is 
held. This year was no exception, 
war or no war, and such is the 

constancy of the British character, we may be sure that 100 years 
ahead, Liphook will still remember." 

Piper at the ceremony in 
the Canadian cemetery. 

If is now indeed 100 years on - and Liphook does remember! 
Mart Wallace 

The two Chelsea pensioners with Terry Bums are the only 
Canadians left living in the Royal Hospital Chelsea. 


